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TUTOR ONE CHILD. CHANGE TWO LIVES.

THE ALP MISSION >>> WELCOME NEW TUTORS

We welcome six new tutors to our Augustine family: Rene
. . . Burns, Betty Padrick, Laura Denniston, Ruth Mcree, Barbara
AugL_JStme g_lms to 'mpro‘_’e the_ o Ritchey, and Evelyn Sheahan. All successfully completed the
reading writing and spelling abilities fifty-hour Augustine initial training, learning to teach science of
of low-income students who struggle reading topics such as phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
with |iteracy_ comprehension, and vocabulary. They have been placed in a
Transylvania County elementary school to work 1:1 with a
qualifying student and are changing children’s lives.

2023-24 TUTORS << WHY ALP IS NEEDED

Augustine Literacy Project currently has nineteen volunteer
tutors serving twenty-three Transylvania County students. e 50% of Transy|vania County 3rd-
Tutors serve students attending all five Transylvania County 5th graders are not reading

elementary Schools (Brevard Academy, TC Henderson
Elem., Rosman Elem., Brevard Elem., Pisgah Forest Elem.),

proficiently
Rosman Middle School, and Brevard High School. * 80% of I_OW'mCO_m_e children are
not reading proficiently




A YEAR OF SUCCESSES! E

>>> BEE By Dolores Brown

Augustine Literacy Brevard held its second adult spelling bee last March
25,2023 at The Lumberyard. Sixteen teams registered for what would be
a fun filled, quite competitive fundraiser. The lively evening was enjoyed
by many as they sampled dinner items from El Queruebin food truck and
beverages from Up Country Saloon.There were many silent auction items
with some fierce bidding taking place. At the end of some intense, good
natured competition the event proclaimed a tie between Smells Like
Team Spirit (Brevard Middle School) and Bee-chy BA Bulldogs (Brevard
Academy). The event raised over $27,000 to support children’s literacy
instruction through Augustine Literacy- Brevard! Please look for our next
“BEE” in 2025.

>>> COMMUNITY OUTREACH By Kathrine Polmanteer

In spring 2023, The Augustine Literacy Project, Brevard College Childhood
Education students, and Brevard Elementary School collaborated to
introduce SPARK (Sharpening Phonemic Awareness and Reading
Knowledge) to identify at-risk first graders. After a one-day workshop and
introduction to the Key Learning Center Building Blocks for Literacy
intervention materials presented by ALP, the Brevard College students and
their professor completed 12 intervention lessons with the first graders over a
six-week period at Brevard Elementary.

Pre and Post screening results indicated that the SPARK intervention had
positively impacted the first graders’ knowledge of phonological awareness.
The college students noted their growth in knowledge and understanding of
phonological awareness as well as increased confidence in classroom
management, data-driven instruction, and practitioner research.

>>> TUTOR HIGHLIGHT &y rachet o'neit

What does volunteering with Augustine Literacy Project mean to me?

| took the Augustine Literacy training in 2018 and have tutored multiple
children since then using the Augustine materials and instruction.

I enjoy working with children. They are so excited to be working with an
adult that gives them one on one individual attention. Many children do not
have these types of mentor relationships. The quality of training that a tutor
receives is extensive, with hands on materials, and step by step instruction
that will allow you to be a GREAT teacher.

Watching the growth that children make and the confidence they display
warms my heart. The hugs that | receive brighten my day. You can see the
joy in their faces when they advance to the next step in the program.
Following a systematic approach with many multisensory materials and
positive reinforcements from the tutor is the backbone of the Augustine
approach.




BRINGING LIGHT TO THE LITERRCY CRISIS [ENS

By Micki Gillman

Augustine Literacy Project (ALP) partnered with Center for Spiritual Wisdom (CSW) to present Right to Read, an
eye-opening documentary on the alarming literacy crisis in our community and across the country. This
community event shed light on the pressing issue of low literacy rates among children in Transylvania County
and the need for both a change in the way reading is taught in schools and for appropriate teacher training in the
Science of Reading. The event was held on Sept. 12 at 6:00 p.m. at Brevard College.

Across the nation, including Transylvania County, schools are struggling to equip our children with the
fundamental skills needed to read, and a movement is taking place to transition from whole language instruction
to the science of reading method. In 2023, only 50% of third to fifth-graders in Transylvania County are reading
at grade level (reading proficiency is even lower for low-income, black, Hispanic, and mixed-race students). As
these statistics come to light across the country, a movement is taking place to change the way children are
taught to read.

Right to Read depicts the compelling story of an activist, a teacher,
and two American families who are tirelessly fighting to ensure our
youngest generation receives the essential foundation for lifelong
success: the ability to read. It unravels the dire consequences
children face when they lack these crucial skills, including
increased  risks  of incarceration, homelessness, and
unemployment. One of the film's central figures is Kareem Weaver,
an Oakland-based NAACP activist, who staunchly declares literacy
as one of the greatest civil rights issues of our time.

Following the film, Wendi Adair, Executive Director of ALP Brevard,
posed questions to each panelist and moderated a lively and
informative panel discussion with audience questions from local
educators, Transylvania County librarians, and others in
attendance. The panel included: Carrie Norris (Director of K-8
curriculum in Transylvania County); Samantha Osteen (Brevard
Elementary Reading Specialist); Courtney Morgan (Adjunct
Professor at Brevard College); Carrie Erb (Orton-Gillingham
Specialist and Executive Director of Key Learning Center in
Asheville); and Tyree Griffin (NAACP Executive Committee and
Community Center Director for the City of Brevard).

America.

On a personal note, it is exciting as an Augustine tutor to see the
“theracy IS one science-based instructional methods Augustine has always used

f h extend to students statewide due to state legislation supporting
of the greateSt research-based instruction. While there is still work to be done in

CiViI rights the area of teacher preparation to administer the new curricula,
. progress is being made. | was proud to see ALP-Brevard amplify its
issues of our impact on the community through its collaboration with CSW,

Brevard College, and local stakeholders. It was truly a team effort,
and was encouraging to see people come together as a concerned

time.“

Kareem Weaver, whole around this important issue.
NAACP Activist
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Brevard Academy
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Brevard Middle School
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BE A LITERACY PARNTER!
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Your generous, tax-deductible donations to Augustine Literacy Project-Brevard helps to provide tutor trainings
and literacy materials for our volunteer tutors. Together we can improve literacy skills for at-risk students in our
community.
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